The Federalist Papers Activity

The Federalist Papers are a series of 85 essays supporting the ratification of the U.S. Constitution. At
the time they were published, the identity of the authors was a secret known to just a few people. Over
time, however, the authors were identified as Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay. The
authorship of 73 of the essays is fairly certain, leaving 12 in dispute. However, thanks in some part to
statistical analysis', most scholars now believe that the 12 disputed essays were written by Madison
alone or in collaboration with Hamilton®.

There are several ways to use statistics to help determine the authorship of a disputed text. One method
is to estimate the average word length in a disputed text and compare it to the average word lengths of
works where the authorship is not in dispute.

Directions: The following passage is the opening paragraph of Federalist Paper #51°, one of the
disputed essays. The theme of this essay is the separation of powers between the three branches of
government. Choose 5 words from this passage, count the number of letters in each of the words you
selected, and find the average word length. Share your estimate with the class and create a class dotplot.

To what expedient, then, shall we finally resort, for
maintaining in practice the necessary partition of power among
the several departments, as laid down in the Constitution? The
only answer that can be given 1is, that as all these exterior
provisions are found to be inadequate, the defect must be
supplied, by so contriving the interior structure of the
government as that its several constituent parts may, by their
mutual relations, be the means of keeping each other in their
proper places. Without presuming to undertake a full development
of this important idea, I will hazard a few general
observations, which may perhaps place it in a clearer light, and
enable us to form a more correct judgment of the principles and
structure of the government planned by the convention.
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